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of Daun's inability, but she hated to discharge her
generals as much as she disliked dismissing her ministers.
Earlier in the War, after much hesitation, she had
finally decided that Daun was to replace Charles of
Lorraine as commander-in-chief of her armies, and she
would have admitted her mistake if she had now dis-
missed Daun. She therefore merely reproved Daun
indirectly by putting Laudon in charge of her armies in
Silesia, while Daun remained in command in Saxony
only.

The French, in the meantime, had been defeated by
Ferdinand of Brunswick at Minden, on August i, and
there was talk of a general congress to discuss the peace.
Kaunitz and Maria Theresa, however, refused to agree to
such a plan, for Kaunitz, and quite rightly, feared that
such a conference might endanger Austria's alliances
with Russia, for the Russians' ineffectualness in the
last campaign had created friction between St. Peters-
burg and Vienna. In such a congress, furthermore,
Austria, as France's ally, would have been held by Pitt
to be jointly responsible for the failures of the French
army as well as for their own defeats. Kaunitz, there-
fore, used all his diplomatic skill to postpone this con-
gress indefinitely. This was one of the outstanding
diplomatic victories of his career, but the continuation
of this war brought no benefits to Maria Theresa.